GOLDEN RETRIEVER CLUB OF ALBERTA

Guidelines for Breeders and Owners of Golden Retrievers
This document is presented as an information guide for owners, breeders and potential breeders of Golden Retrievers whose foremost aims are the welfare and improvement of the breed, and to promote the interest of the Golden Retriever in Canada.  The Golden Retriever Club of Alberta is not a policing Club.  It is our expectation that all our members act with honesty and integrity, for the betterment of the Breed.  As ethical breeders and/or owners, members are staunchly aware of their responsibility to the breed and are expected to conduct their actions accordingly.
CODE OF CONDUCT

Each member will ensure that their dogs are kept safe and under control at all times.  Members should properly train their dogs so that they are good ambassadors of the breed and that they are not a nuisance to their neighbours and community.

Members will maintain the best possible standards of health and environment for their dogs, not keeping more than they can properly care for and maintain.  
When confronted by a situation not governed by these Guidelines, members will conduct themselves as they would like to be treated under similar circumstances.  

Members should be prepared to make provision for their dog(s) in the event that they can no longer be responsible for them due to change of circumstance, ill health or death.
GENERAL RESPONSIBILITIES
Members are expected to be honest and fair in dealing with other owners, breeders, puppy buyers and the general public.

Breeders are encouraged to prove their breeding stock by actively participating in conformation or performance events. 
BREEDING
Before deciding to produce a litter, breeders should consider the possibility of properly placing puppies they cannot keep themselves.

Members should insure that all breedings are carried out with the Canadian Kennel Club Breed Standard in mind.  Towards this end, breeders should consider the whole animal when selecting breeding stock.  Members are encouraged to maintain the general appearance, purpose (primarily a hunting dog) and temperament of the breed as stated in the CKC Breed Standard.   

Members only use for breeding, healthy adult dogs and bitches which are of sound temperament.  Members only breed healthy mature dogs over 18 months of age with all applicable clearances as listed below.  Members are encouraged to wait for 24 months of age with bitches, realizing that although clearances may be obtained at 18 months, many Golden Retriever bitches are not physically and mentally mature until about two years of age.  
Breeders should attempt to space litters from any bitch by allowing a maximum of two consecutive litters and a maximum of three litters within five consecutive heat cycles.  The GRCA recognizes that there are circumstances that warrant breeding outside of these parameters, but in general feel these guidelines are reasonable in most cases.  
Members should be fully aware of any potentially debilitating genetic conditions which could be passed on to the offspring from either the sire or dam, and not use that stock which they feel will pass on debilitating traits to their offspring. All breeding stock should hold:
a)
A certificate or report of examination from the Ontario Veterinary College (OVC) or the Western College of Veterinary Medicine (WCVM) or the Orthopedic Foundation for Animals (OFA) indicating no evidence of hip dysplasia at the minimum age of 18 months; or appropriate clearance from the dog’s country of residency.
b)
A certificate of examination  or report from the elbows Ontario Veterinary College (OVC) or the Western College of Veterinary Medicine (WCVM) or the Orthopedic Foundation for Animals (OFA) indicating no evidence of elbow dysplasia at the minimum age of 18 months; or appropriate clearance from the dog’s country of residency.
c)
A current annual certificate of examination indicating no evidence of inherited eye disease for functional abnormalities of the eye from a Diplomate of the American College of Veterinary Opthalmology (ACVO) or a member of the Canadian Association of Veterinary Opthalmolgists (CAVO) or appropriate clearance from the dog’s country of residency.

d)
A certificate of examination from a Diplomate of the American College of Veterinary Internal Medicine – Cardiology (DACVIM-C) indicating no physical signs of cardiovascular disease; or appropriate clearance from the dog’s country of residency.
Consideration should also be given to disorders that may have a genetic component, including, but not limited to, epilepsy, poor temperament, hypothyroidism, skin disorders (allergies), and orthopedic disorders.
The GRCA recognizes that accidental or unintentional breedings do happen and that in many such cases the appropriate breeding clearances have not been obtained.  In the event of a breeding where such examinations have not been done, the breeder must be forthcoming and not withhold any information relative to health or soundness of their breeding stock.     

REGISTRATION
Members will register all stock born in Canada with the Canadian Kennel Club and will keep accurate records of breedings, whelpings and pedigrees.

All puppies will be permanently identified, as required by the CKC.

SALES
Members will not sell or consign puppies or adult dogs to pet stores or other commercial dealers. They will not supply puppies or adult dogs for raffles, “give-away” prizes or other such projects.  

Members will sell Golden Retrievers, permit stud service and lease studs or bitches only to individuals who give satisfactory evidence they will give them proper care and attention and who are in accordance with these Guidelines.
Members will ensure that all stock leaving their possession is at least seven weeks old.  
Members should provide buyers with written details of feeding, general care, dates of deworming and inoculations.    
Members will provide the results of any hip, elbow, eye, heart and blood examinations carried out on the dog being purchased and on its sire and dam and will provide four generation pedigrees, on request.  Breeders will not knowingly withhold information pertinent to hereditary conditions, lack of clearances or, if applicable, the age of the dog(s) that were bred, in the event of an accidental, unintentional or intentional breeding.
Breeders will sell all puppies not sold for breeding purposes on a CKC non-breeding registration agreement. Exceptions may be made only in cases where breeders are selling Golden Retrievers to foreign countries or to individuals wishing to exhibit in foreign countries such as the United States.  In such cases, a private purchase agreement must be executed between the breeder and purchaser which are in keeping with the principles of the CKC Non-Breeding Agreement and these Guidelines.  The breeder shall not charge the buyer a fee to cancel the CKC Non-Breeding Agreement, except for reimbursement of the applicable CKC fees.
Puppy buyers should be encouraged to spay and neuter their pets.  
Breeders are encouraged to use clear concise written contracts to document the sale of animals, use of stud dogs, lease agreements, and when entering into co-ownership agreements.  The contract should clearly state any time limits for all terms of the agreement.

Breeders will be available to help and advise if problems occur and to be prepared to cooperate in the re-homing of their stock should it be necessary, declaring any known problems.  Breeders will be willing to help place any dog of their breeding for which a new home must be found.

ADVERTISING
All advertising is factual.  It is not so worded as to attract undesirable buyers, or to encourage the raising of Golden Retrievers merely as a commercial venture.  

If a person submits information to be printed in a Club Publication which states that a dog/bitch is free from hip dysplasia, elbow dysplasia, eye, heart, or other conditions, that person must, at the time, supply a copy of the appropriate certificate or clearance.
CURRENT BEST PRACTICES
The goal of these guidelines is to help breeders to meet the highest possible standards, which do change from time to time.  Breeders are encouraged to follow the most current best practices which may differ from the above.

